
                                                                     
 

January 27, 2017 

MOU Signing Breaks New Ground for Caribbean Media and Civil Society 
Partnership on HIV/AIDS 

 

(Kingston, Jamaica) The Caribbean Vulnerable Communities Coalition (CVC) and 
the Caribbean Broadcasting Union (CBU) have joined forces to tackle the spread of 
HIV/AIDS, among the most vulnerable in the region. A 3 year Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) between the organizations will facilitate information sharing 
across the region, and internationally, on programmes, lessons, best practices and 
results of working with populations vulnerable to HIV.  Vulnerable populations in the 
Caribbean include People Living with HIV, Men who Have Sex with Men, Sex 
Workers, People Who Use Drugs, Transgender People, Marginalised Youth, 
Migrants and Inmates who are often forgotten in access to treatment and healthcare 
programmes. 

 

From left – Dr. Carolyn Gomes, Executive Director - Caribbean Vulnerable Communities Coalition; 
Ms. Sonia Gill, Secretary General - Caribbean Broadcasting Union 

 



                                                                     
 

The partnership will also lead to the establishment of a CVC/CBU Caribbean 
Broadcasting Award for coverage of progress and/or challenges in Key Populations’ 
access to health and HIV prevention, treatment, care and support.  CBU and CVC 
will also conduct capacity-building for the region’s media professionals, beginning in 
2017. 

At the recent signing of the MOU in Kingston, Dr Carolyn Gomes, CVC’s Executive 
Director, spoke of the potential this partnership has for “ensuring that all the project 
efforts inform not only vulnerable populations, but the wider Caribbean community 
and actually leads to improved outcomes in HIV across the region.” 

Secretary General of the CBU, Sonia Gill, noted how pleased the Union was to be 
working with the CVC on an issue so critical to the region’s development. “The CBU 
is proud to continue its advocacy support on HIV-AIDS, begun through the 
Caribbean Broadcast Media Partnership, and now in partnership with CVC.  While 
there continues to be high awareness about HIV and AIDS, it’s important to renew 
our efforts to ensure we don’t lose progress already made.” 

With an audience of 4.8 million in the Caribbean and millions more in the United 
States, Canada and Europe, the CBU network of broadcasters in twenty-three 
countries of the Dutch, English, French and Spanish Caribbean, and its regional 
cable affiliate Caribvision will be key to the project’s success. It will not only assist 
CVC in empowering vulnerable groups, but will inform, address and impact 
awareness and attitudes more generally.  

The CVC’s partnership with CBU is part of activities under a three-year project, 
funded by the Global Fund for AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria to be rolled out in 
Cuba, Haiti, the Dominican Republic, Belize, Jamaica, Trinidad and Tobago, 
Suriname and Guyana. 

 

For more information, please contact:  
Dr Carolyn Gomes, Executive Director, Caribbean Vulnerable Communities Coalition (CVC) 
carolyn.gomes.cvc.ed@gmail.com  1 (876) 382-8583, 1 (876) 631-7299  

Or  

The Caribbean Broadcasting Union Secretariat info@caribroadcastunion.org 1(246)430-1007 


